
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Tuesday, October 31, 2017 

Over 300 Delegates Attend The 

2nd Annual Emerging Technologies In Automation Conference And Trade Show 

Sponsored by: 

Windsor-Essex County, Ontario, - Tuesday, October 31, 2017 –The Emerging Technologies in Automation 

Conference and Trade Show presented by the WindsorEssex Economic Development Corporation (WE EDC) was 

held today in the Augustus Ballroom at Caesars Windsor. 

The participants included local company representatives and exhibitors as well as delegates from outside the region. 

The conference and trade show partners were: WEtech Alliance, Windsor-Essex Regional Chamber of 

Commerce, NRC-IRAP and was sponsored by Valiant TMS, Deloitte, Ontario Centres of Excellence and the 

University of Windsor. 

The delegates heard presentations from many experts in emerging technology such as: Siemens, ABB Robotics, 

Reko International Group Inc., Brave Control Solutions, Eagle Press and Dieffenbacher with exhibitors 

showcasing the latest developments in automation at the interactive trade show. The keynote speaker Kristen 

Dziczek with the Center for Automotive Research presented the “Future Trends in Autonomous Manufacturing 

Systems.” 

"The conference provides a platform to present new technologies and gain a shared understanding of where 

the automation industry is heading, Valiant TMS is proud to be among the many high-caliber sponsors and 

presenters attending the Emerging Technologies in Automation Conference," said, Dominic Baulier, Director 

of Research & Development, Valiant TMS.  

Stephen MacKenzie, CEO of the WindsorEssex Economic Development Corporation said, “As automation has 

become the competitive advantage in today’s manufacturing world, the goal and design of this conference and trade 

show has been to showcase and promote the hundreds of local companies that make this region known as an 

international hub for automation.  To be recognized nationally by the Hon. Navdeep Singh Bains, Minister of 

Innovation, Science and Economic Development as one of Canada’s global innovation leaders is quite an honour. It’s 

also a complement to our region’s companies across all of our sectors, with many presenting and exhibiting today. We 

are pleased to be able to provide these companies with the opportunity to present their latest developments in 

automation that is rapidly changing the world around us.”   

Lee McGrath, Director of Business Retention and Expansion with WindsorEssex Economic Development Corporation 

added, “Since launching the Emerging Technologies in Automation Conference and Trade Show in 2016 we continue 

to receive very positive feedback and significant interest from businesses to participate. We recognize the importance 

of our role to support our region as an international hub for automation therefore, we are already planning some 

exciting additions to our signature event for next year, so save the date Tuesday, November 6, 2018.” 

Attached: PROGRAM AGENDA 

Media Interviews contact-  

Lana Drouillard, Director, Marketing & Communications 519 259-9600 
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Trevor Johnson, president of Innomation Technologies Inc., is pictured at the Emerging Technologies in Automation Conference and Trade Show

at Caesars Windsor on Oct. 31, 2017. D A X  M E L M E R  /  W I N D S O R  S T A R

It would seem Gummy Bears and the automotive industry would
have little in common. However, a visual inspection system
developed by Windsor software firm Radix to spot flaws in metal
automotive pieces is proving equally adept at doing the same
during production of the popular candy.

“It’s been huge for Dare (Foods) because they don’t have to shut down their production line that

makes a tray of Gummy Bears about every eight seconds,” said Shelley Fellows, Radix’s vice-

president of operations and a co-founder of the firm with her husband, Ross Rawlings.

“It tells them when they have miss-shaped candy and prevents their trays from literally getting

gummed up.

“It saves time and money.”

The Gummy Bear story is just an example of how the emergence of new technology can be used

in industries and in ways no one anticipates.

Trying to help local companies anticipate the eúects of such disruptive advances is one reason

why the WindsorEssex Economic Development Corporation launched the Emerging

Technologies in Automation Conference and Trade Show last year.

This year’s conference at Caesar’s Windsor attracted close to 300 people Tuesday from the

technology and manufacturing fields.

“We want our local industry to be at the forefront of innovation rather than be a victim of it,”

said development corporation CEO Stephen MacKenzie.
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“We’re running this to assist industry and promote what our strengths are. The response has

been tremendous.”

Nick McDonald, of ABB Robotics, gives a talk at the Emerging Technologies in Automation Conference and Trade Show

at Caesars Windsor on Oct. 31, 2017. D A X  M E L M E R  /  W I N D S O R  S T A R

Fellows said technology and artificial intelligence are already transforming manufacturing and

the pace of change will only quicken.

“We’re going to see advancements in vision systems and machine learning,” Fellows said.

“The capacity to collect detailed data, how to  use it, make recommendations and learn from it

is going to quietly transform (manufacturing).”

Such products as Microsoft’s Halo Lens and Google Glass are allowing companies to digitally

twin their operations.

The virtual and augmented reality allows for realistic training on equipment without stopping

production and for quicker maintenance procedures.

“You can access a repair manual or identify a part while standing right there in front of the

machine,” Fellow said. “It’s a wearable computer.”

Such sophisticated equipment also allows companies to identify whether they have consistent

flaws in certain production areas.

Robots working side-by-side with humans will also be more common.

Such smart or intelligent manufacturing concepts all fit under the umbrella of what Siemens’

vice-president Michael Gardiner calls Industrie 4.0.

Industrie 4.0 is the industrial blueprint the German government produced in 2011 and is being

copied around the world.

“The big trend is the convergence of digital information and physical operations,” said Gardiner,

who oversees Industry Strategy and Advance Manufacturing for the international giant.

“It makes for more flexible and eøcient manufacturing systems. It’s a game-changer.”

An example of the possibilities is Mind Sphere, a project Siemens and IBM developed together.

It’s an open, cloud-based platform that allows companies to connect their machines and

physical infrastructure to the digital world. It connects those machines to billions of smart

devices and potential solutions to whatever issue is presented.

“It uses machine learning and algorithms to decide what to do or spot your problem,” Gardiner

said. “It’s like having someone help improve your vision.”

Gardiner said the local economy has no need to fear such rapid advancements in technology.

The community’s core economic strengths in automotive, advance manufacturing and

agricultural are industries that are driving advances in technology.

“I travel around the world and see what’s being done and I’m very optimistic about the future of

this area,” Gardiner said.
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“(Technology) is already bringing manufacturing back to the Americas through innovation. You

want to be high-value added, innovative and develop intellectual property.

“There’s a lot of innovative companies around here.”

Innovation can also come in business models used in advanced manufacturing.

Innomation Technologies president Trevor Johnson gave a presentation about a machine

prototype his firm is developing that would allow the same machine cell to perform more than

one type of job.   

“It would be like having an electric drill and just changing the bits,” Johnson said in simplifying

the machine’s capabilities.

“Right now in industry it’s one machine, one job. It’s very expensive, especially for smaller

shops.

“It could drastically reduce costs because you just buy the machine once. It’s standardized, so

that means you could just change the tools and programming, so no need for expensive set-up

trips.”

Johnson hopes to have a sellable prototype available early in the New Year.
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300 delegates attend Automation Conference

Automation

CTV Windsor 
Published Wednesday, November 1, 2017 7:14AM EDT 

A number of Windsor’s business leaders had a chance to show off their latest developments in automation.

More than 300 delegates attended the second annual "Emerging Technologies in Automation Conference" at Caesars Windsor on Tuesday.

Business analysts suggest automation is the way of the future, and the Windsor-Essex Economic Development Corporation says it's necessary to
be competitive in today's manufacturing world.

“The goal and design of this conference and trade show has been to showcase and promote the hundreds of local companies that make this region
known as an international hub for automation” says Stephen MacKenzie, the CEO of WEEDC.

“To be recognized nationally by the Hon. Navdeep Singh Bains, Minister of Innovation, Science and Economic Development as one of Canada’s
global innovation leaders is quite an honour” adds MacKenzie.

The delegates heard presentations from many experts in emerging technology such as: Siemens, ABB Robotics, Reko International Group Inc.,
Brave Control Solutions, Eagle Press and Dieffenbacher.

WEEDC Director of Business Retention and Expansion, Lee McGrath, says they play an important role in supporting businesses in the region as an
international hub for automation.

“We are already planning some exciting additions to our signature event for next year,” adds McGrath.
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